
Tradie tax deductions really add up, 
so make sure you claim all your 
work-related tax deductions 

 Union and Registration Fees
 Professional memberships and 

subscriptions
 Self-education expenses (must 

be related to current role)




 Car travel (via logbook or cents/
km method)

 Overtime meals 
 Parking and toll costs





most common tradie tax deductions

Example: you Travel to a job site (or from one site 
to another) in your own car.Example: Your annual fees for a trade union.

Travel and Transport ExpensesProfessional Fees and Education

 Tools – including the costs to 
repair 

 Phone use – using your personal 
mobile for work related matters 
(such as calls and emails)

 Protective clothing and 
equipment: boots, safety 
glasses, hi-vis, hats, sunglasses, 
sunscreen etc. 





Example:  your employer asked you to supply 
your own tools. 

Work purchases and usage
 Purchase of high-vis or protective 

clothing 
 Laundry costs
 Repair costs of uniform/

protective equipment 

Example:  You are required to wear steel cap 
boots and a high vis shirt to work.

Uniform Expenses

If you are a contractor and invoice under your own 
ABN, you must submit a business tax return

Make sure you keep a record of all your receipts, even if you’re not 
100% sure you can claim it. Simply take a photo and come tax time,  
just ask your accountant.

Snap your receipts

Be sure to log all your work-related car trips and work from home 
hours. This way you won’t short-change yourself at tax time. 

Log it all

If your employer has reimbursed you for an out of pocket expense 
related to your work, then you can’t claim it on your tax return. 

If you’ve been reimbursed you can’t claim it

Has COVID impacted your working arrangements? Then it might 
also impact your tax return. Be sure to read about COVID and your 
tax return .  here

Impacted by COVID?

Etax’s top 4 tax tips

The information provided is a guide only. Individuals are advised 
to speak to a tax agent before completing their tax return. 

etax.com.au
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This is just a short list of the top tradie tax deductions, for more information 
visit: https://www.etax.com.au/tax-deductions-for-tradies/ 

https://www.etax.com.au/tax-deductions-for-tradies/
https://www.etax.com.au/your-tax-return-and-covid/
https://www.etax.com.au/

